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ABOUT THE SPEAKER 
Mag.(FH) Dr. Cserkits Michael BA MA MA is an independent post-doc researcher. 
He has graduated from the Austrian Military Academy, holds an MA in Sociology, an 
MA in Social and Cultural Anthropology and has obtained his PhD in African Studies. 
Currently he works in the research fields of Military Sociology and security issues 
relating the broader Sahel zone as well as the Near and Middle East.

ABOUT THE TALK
In this presentation I will introduce the audience towards the political and strategic 
relevance of Northern Africa in the context of the EU Security Strategy 2003 and 
the revised EU Global Strategy 2016. After presenting the relevance of this area 
for Europe, I will briefly introduce the main European actors in Mali, where the EU 
Training Mission (EUTM Mali) is being deployed. Then I will show the transition of 
policy papers dealing with the subject of Mali from 2013 to 2018, where a shift can be 
traced from a discourse that initially sought to end crimes against humanity during 
the Tuareg uprising, but finally ended in a containment-policy that aimed in keeping 
migrants away of European shores.
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