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CHINA’S	EVOLVING	ROLE	IN	AFRICA	(INAF	449)	
SYLLABUS,	Fall	2017		

Instructor:	Prof	Yoon	Jung	PARK	
	

Office	Location:	TBA	 	 	 	 Class	times:	Mondays	2-4:30	 	 	
Office	Hours:	12-1	or	by	appointment	 	 Classroom:	ICC	219B		 	
Email:	yoon1@verizon.net		 	 	 Cell	phone:	301-339-3893	(emergencies	only)	
	
COURSE	DESCRIPTION		
Since	the	1990s,	China-Africa	diplomatic	and	economic	relations	have	accelerated	rapidly;	however,	
links	between	them	are	not	new.	Going	back	to	pre-colonial	times,	there	have	been	ebbs	and	flows	of	
people,	goods,	and	ideas;	at	times	more	intense	than	others.	Present-day	Chinese	engagement	in	
Africa	has	been	described	by	some	as	a	“new	scramble	for	Africa”	and	China’s	“neo-imperialism”,	a	
variation	of	the	West’s	earlier	colonial	exploitations	of	the	African	continent.	Such	depictions	often	
lack	empirical	grounding	and	an	understanding	of	the	complex	realities	of	increasingly	multifaceted	
relations,	but	they	do	reflect	Western	concerns	about	China’s	global	rise.	
	
The	purpose	of	this	course	is	to	explore	both	historical	and	contemporary	linkages	between	Africa	and	
China	from	both	an	“upstairs”	(macro-economic	and	-political)	and	“downstairs”	(peopled,	grounded)	
perspectives;	to	see	how	various	interests	impact	the	ways	in	which	“China-Africa”	is	framed;	and	to	
explore	these	engagements	by	sector,	by	individual	African	country,	and	vis-à-vis	concerns	about	
human	rights,	labor	issues,	and	China’s	increasing	environmental	footprint	in	Africa.	The	course	aims	
to	provide	students	the	opportunity	to	critically	discuss	and	analyze	sometimes	controversial	China-
Africa	(or	Africa-China)	socio-economic	relations	and	their	implications.	It	also	aims	to	allow	students	
the	opportunity	to	examine	a	number	of	inter-related	topics	that	shed	light	on	China’s	(possible)	
influences	and	impacts	on	the	economies,	polities,	and	societies	of	individual	African	countries	and	
Africa’s	responses.	
	
COURSE	GOALS	
At	the	conclusion	of	the	course,	students	should:		

• Have	a	firm	grasp	on	the	ways	in	which	history	and	China’s	current	global	rise	impact	China-
Africa	engagements	and	the	ways	in	which	these	are	viewed	in	the	West	

• Understand	and	be	able	to	debunk	the	many	myths/rumors	that	surround	contemporary	
China-African	linkages	

• Have	a	solid	grasp	of	the	key	debates	in	China-Africa	relations	
• Have	a	detailed	understanding	of	China’s	relations	with	at	least	one	or	more	specific	African	

countries,	and		
• Be	able	to	formulate	her/his	own	educated	opinions	on	the	relevant	China-Africa	issues,	

including	trade,	investment,	development	assistance,	environmental	issues,	peace	&	security,	
and	migration		

	
READINGS	AND	TEXTS	
Reading	will	not	be	too	onerous	(expect	about	3	papers	or	chapters	for	each	week);	that	said,	you	are	
expected	to	keep	up	with	readings	as	well	as	current	China-Africa	news	and	additional	research	for	the	
various	assignments	(see	below).	Readings	are	listed	in	the	second	part	of	the	syllabus	(course	
schedule	and	readings)	by	week.	I	will	make	every	effort	to	ensure	that	all	the	required	readings	are	
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available	electronically.	You	may,	however,	want	to	pick	up	your	own	copy	of	the	following	books,	
which,	while	they	were	all	published	nearly	8-10	years	ago,	provide	excellent	overviews.			
	
Chris	Alden.	2007.	China	in	Africa.	London,	New	York:	ZED	Books/Cape	Town:	David	Phillip.	
	
Deborah	Brautigam.	2009.	The	Dragon’s	Gift.	The	Real	Story	of	China	in	Africa.	Oxford:	Oxford	
University	Press.	
	
Ian	Taylor.	2009.	China’s	New	Role	in	Africa.	Boulder,	London:	Lynne	Reinner	Publishers.		
	
USEFUL	WEBSITES	&	BLOGS	
The	China-Africa	Knowledge	Project	Resource	Hub	(of	the	Chinese	in	Africa/Africans	in	China	Research	
Network)	-	http://china-africa.ssrc.org/.	Note:	A	new	website	should	be	up	and	running	by	
October/November	2017.	I	will	advise	accordingly.	
	
The	China-Africa	Project	-	http://www.chinaafricaproject.com/		
	
The	Centre	for	Chinese	Studies	(CCS)	at	Stellenbosch	University	(South	Africa)	is	the	first	institution	
devoted	to	the	study	of	China	in	Sub-Saharan	Africa,	http://www.ccs.org.za	and	the	African-East	Asian	
Affairs/The	China	Monitor	–	http://www.ccs.org.za/?cat=13	
	
The	South	African	Institute	for	International	Affairs	(SAIIA)	China	in	Africa	Project	investigates	the	
emerging	relationship	between	China	and	Africa,	analyses	the	character	and	content	of	China’s	trade	
and	foreign	policy	towards	the	continent,	and	studies	the	implications	of	this	strategic	co-operation	in	
the	political,	military,	economic	and	diplomatic	fields.	http://www.saiia.org.za/china-in-africa-
project/china-in-africa-project.html	
	
Wits	Journalism	Africa-China	Reporting	Project	at	the	University	of	the	Witwatersrand	(South	Africa)	
has	been	training	African	and	Chinese	journalists	on	how	to	better	report	in	this	controversial	terrain.	
http://africachinareporting.co.za/	
	
The	Oxfam	Africa-China	Dialogue	Platform	is	aimed	at	encouraging	and	facilitating	constructive	
engagement	and	dialogue	of	citizens,	policy	makers,	researchers	and	other	stakeholders	on	the	
growing	partnership	between	Africa	and	China.	They	are	policy	focused	and	currently	work	on	
agricultural	cooperation,	climate	change,	sustainable	development	goals	(SDGs)	and	peace	and	
security.		
https://oxfamafricachinadialogueplatform.wordpress.com/	
	
Pambazuka	News	–	Emerging	Powers	in	Africa	Watch	
‘Pambazuka’	in	KiSwahili	means	“the	dawn”	or	“to	arise”.	The	Emerging	Powers	News	Round-Up	
includes	a	comprehensive	list	of	news	stories	and	opinion	pieces	related	to	China,	India	and	other	
emerging	powers.	They	tend	to	be	quite	politically	progressive,	but	with	hundreds	of	contributors	from	
around	the	continent,	offer	a	myriad	of	African	perspectives.	
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/africa_china/	
	
Former	US	ambassador	David	Shinn	is	an	adjunct	professor	at	GW;	he’s	been	looking	at	US-China-
Africa	relations	for	nearly	a	decade.	http://davidshinn.blogspot.com/	
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Deborah	Brautigam	and	the	SAIS-China	Africa	Research	Initiative.	http://www.sais-cari.org/	
and	http://www.sais-cari.org/blog/	(formerly	China	in	Africa:	The	Real	Story	-	Brautigam’s	blog)	
	
China	Africa	News,	http://chinaafricanews.com	
	
AfriMonitor:	China-Africa	News,	http://afrimonitor.com/news/china-africa/	
	
Africans	in	China	(Roberto	Castillo’s	blog/website):	http://africansinchina.net/	
	
EXPECTATIONS	
Attendance	&	Participation		
As	a	seminar,	participation	is	expected.	While	we	will	inevitably	have	some	lecture	&	presentation	
material,	I	will	incorporate	role	plays,	debates,	and	other	participatory	learning	activities;	documentary	
films;	and	guest	speakers.	As	such,	attendance	and	active	participation	are	critical	to	your	performance	
and	final	grade	in	the	course.		
	
Students	should	complete	reading	and	online	assignments	before	class	and	be	prepared	to	contribute	
to	a	thoughtful	discussion	of	the	topic	at	hand	both	in	class	and	on	the	BB	blog.	Please	note	that	a	high	
mark	in	participation	requires	making	a	meaningful	contribution.		
	
With	regard	to	absences:	In	the	case	of	extenuating	circumstances,	documentation	will	be	required	for	
an	excused	absence.	Students	should	contact	the	professor	prior	to	a	planned	absence	and	as	soon	as	
possible	after	an	unexpected	absence.			
	
Late	assignments:	acceptance	will	be	determined	on	a	case-by-case	basis.	If	I	accept	a	late	assignment,	
they	will	be	penalized	by	a	percentage	of	the	grade	per	day	that	it	is	late,	except	where	there	are	
extenuating	circumstances	with	written	documentation.	Computer	problems	and	other	
undocumented	excuses	will	not	necessarily	result	in	a	blanket	waiver;	if	you	haven’t	already	gotten	in	
the	habit	of	doing	so	you	should	always	back	up	all	your	work.	However,	if	you	encounter	a	problem	
that	requires	a	late	assignment,	you	should	contact	the	professor	immediately.			
	
We	will	devote	at	least	a	part	of	most	class	sessions	to	discussions,	some	of	which	may	be	
controversial.	Careful	consideration	of	these	topics	requires	maturity,	curiosity,	and	a	willingness	to	
learn	from	others’	experiences	and	opinions.	Strong	opinions	are	most	welcome;	however,	I	expect	
tolerance,	respect,	and	intellectual	curiosity	to	govern	all	class	discussions.	
	
Academic	Integrity	
Cheating	and	plagiarism	are	unacceptable.	It	is	the	student’s	responsibility	to	critically	evaluate	the	
types	of	sources	he/she	is	using	in	written	assignments,	emphasizing	peer-reviewed,	non-partisan	and	
academic	sources	over	other	types	of	information	sources.	All	work	that	is	not	the	student’s	must	be	
properly	and	thoroughly	cited	in	any	assignments.	If	you	have	questions	on	this,	consult	the	Honor	
Council	website	at	http://www11.georgetown.edu/programs/gervase/hc/	or	see	the	professor	to	
discuss	specific	questions.		This	applies	to	both	written	work	and	class	presentations.	The	professor	
may	use	the	electronic	tools	such	as	Turnitin	for	screening	all	written	work	for	plagiarism.	Any	kind	of	
collaboration	or	use	of	the	internet	on	the	examination	is	considered	plagiarism.		
	
The	Georgetown	Honor	pledge,	which	applies	to	all	assignments	in	this	course,	is:		
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“As	signatories	to	the	Georgetown	University	Honor	Pledge,	and	indeed	simply	as	good	scholars	and	
citizens,	you	are	required	to	uphold	academic	honesty	in	all	aspects	of	this	course.		You	are	expected	to	
be	familiar	with	the	letter	and	spirit	of	the	Standards	of	Conduct	outlined	in	the	Georgetown	Honor	
System	and	the	Honor	Council	website.		As	faculty,	I	too	am	obligated	to	uphold	the	Honor	System,	and	
will	report	all	suspected	cases	of	academic	dishonesty.”	
	
Technology	for	the	course	
Students	and	the	professor	will	be	using	Blackboard	for	this	course.	I	will	upload	information	and	links	
on	Blackboard	with	updates,	readings	and	other	resources	as	we	proceed,	usually	at	least	2	weeks	in	
advance.	I	will	also	set	up	a	class	blog	(or	discussion	group)	on	Blackboard	and	make	use	of	additional	
technology,	if	deemed	necessary,	to	facilitate	class	sessions.	Email	is	generally	the	best	form	of	
communication	with	the	professor.	I	try	to	respond	as	soon	as	possible,	but	ask	for	24	hours	in	most	
cases.	I	generally	do	not	check	email	on	weekends	or	late	in	the	evening;	while	I	have	recently	
acquired	a	smart	phone,	I’m	not	always	“connected”.	As	an	adjunct	professor,	I	will	only	be	on	campus	
on	Mondays,	when	we	have	class.	As	such,	my	office	hours	will	be	on	Mondays,	as	posted;	in	addition,	
I	will	always	be	available	after	each	class.	I	can	also	make	time	for	telephone/skype/WeChat	calls,	by	
appointment.	
	
You	may	use	your	laptop	in	class,	but	only	for	note-taking	or	referring	to	your	readings.	Please	keep	
cell	phones	out	of	sight	and	on	silent;	laptops	may	not	be	used	for	checking	email	or	trolling	the	
internet	or	any	other	activities	that	are	not	immediately	related	to	the	class.	Please	be	respectful	of	
the	course	instructor	and	other	students.	If	you	must	attend	to	some	non-class	related	emergency,	
please	excuse	yourself	from	the	room	with	permission	from	the	instructor.	
	
Course	organization	
After	reviewing	student	comments	from	last	year’s	evaluations,	I’ve	made	some	changes	to	the	course	
organization,	reading	load,	and	assignments.	The	course	will	be	divided	into	four	segments	plus	a	final	
summary/reflections	session.	These	include:	Section	1	–	introduction,	background,	and	framing	(weeks	
1-4),	Section	2	–	China-Africa	engagement	by	sector	(weeks	5-7),	Section	3	–	Areas	of	potential	concern	
(weeks	8-10),	and	Section	4	–	Chinese	in	Africa	and	Africans	in	China	(Weeks	11	and	12).	
	
As	mentioned	above,	I	have	attempted	to	limit	readings	to	around	3	papers/chapters	per	week.	Note,	
however,	that	you	will	also	be	responsible	for	keeping	up	with	current	China-Africa	events	in	the	news,	
contributing	to	the	weekly	class	blog/discussion,	and	any	outside	research	that	may	be	required	for	
assignments.	
	
Assignments	loosely	correspond	to	each	of	the	course	sections,	as	listed	below.	
	
Assignments	and	Grading	
Attendance	&	Participation	(15%):		
This	grade	is	based	on	regular	attendance	and	active	participation	in	class	discussions,	in-class	
activities,	and	Blackboard	blog/discussions.	If	you	are	generally	not	an	active	participant	in	class	
discussions,	you	might	find	it	helpful	to	come	prepared	with	a	comment	or	question	on	the	readings	
prior	to	class.		
	
Assignments	
Assignments	will	be	spaced	such	that	you	have	one	assignment	due	every	few	weeks,	loosely	
corresponding	to	the	main	sections	of	the	course.	
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1. Response	paper	#1	(15%):	Write	a	brief	(UG-500-800	words,	G	800-1200	words)	paper	about	either	
the	Andrew	Malone	article	or	the	Al	Jazeera	program.	What	do	they	tell	you	about	the	framing	of	
the	“China-in-Africa”	discourse?	About	the	relevance	of	Africa-China	linkages?	What	are	some	key	
concerns	about	Chinese	engagements	in	Africa?	Due	on	Monday	18	September.	

2. Country	Presentations	(15%):	Select	an	African	country	and	develop	a	10-12	slide	presentation	
about	relations/engagement	with	China	including	a	brief	history,	key	sectors	of	engagement,	and	
any	tensions/issues.	These	will	be	presented	in	class	during	weeks	5	(2	October),	6	(16	October),	
and	7	(23	October).	Email	ppt	or	link	prior	to	your	assigned	date.	(Note:	this	assignment	should	
form	the	basis	of	the	sector	paper	and	the	final	curated	reading	list	&	reading	guide).		

3. Sector	Paper	(25%):	Select	a	key	area	of	China’s	engagement	in	Africa	(e.g.	oil	extraction,	
peacekeeping,	trade,	infrastructure	development,	environment)	and	a	specific	African	country	or	
region	of	Africa.	Write	a	position	paper	about	the	potential	impacts	(good	and/or	bad)	of	Chinese	
engagement	in	that	sector,	supporting	your	arguments	with	evidence	based	on	class	readings	and	
outside	research.	Detailed	guidelines	for	this	paper	together	with	grading	criteria	will	be	circulated	
by	the	end	of	September.	Paper	length	for	UG	students	–	2,500-3,000	words;	for	G	students	3,500	
–	4,500	words.	Due	on	Monday	6	November.	

4. Response	paper	#2	(15%):	Write	a	brief	(UG-500-800	words,	G-800-1200	words).	Select	one	of	the	
areas	of	concern	(labor	issues,	environmental	impacts,	human	rights)	regarding	China’s	
engagement	in	a	particular	African	country	and	write	about	it.	Detailed	guidelines	will	be	
distributed	in	the	coming	weeks.	Due	by	Monday	27	November.	

5. Curated	Reading	List	&	Reading	Guide	(African	country	or	sector).	Selected	lists	and	reading	guides	
will	be	posted	online	on	the	Chinese	in	Africa/Africans	in	China	Research	Network	website	(15%):	
Detailed	guidelines	will	be	distributed.	Due	by	Friday	8	December.	

	
COURSE	SCHEDULE	&	READINGS	
Note:	The	first	section	in	complete.	I	still	need	to	visit	the	rest	to	determine	required	readings	
and	make	additional	tweaks	and	add	questions	for	each	week.	THESE	are	the	questions	that	
you	should	address	in	your	BB	blog/discussion	entries.	Additional	minor	changes	may	be	made	
during	the	course	of	the	semester;	I	will	make	every	effort	to	make	any	changes	at	least	two	
weeks	in	advance.	
	

SECTION	ONE	–	INTRODUCTION,	BACKGROUND,	FRAMING	THE	DISCOURSE	
WEEK	ONE	
Wednesday		
30	August	

INTRODUCTION	
	
Introduction	to	China-Africa	

• Andrew	Malone	article	
• Al	Jazeera	–	People	and	Power	episode	

http://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/peoplea
ndpower/2012/01/20121484624797945.html	
(25.04	mins.)	

• China-in-Africa	discourses	vs	realities	(PPT)	
• Discussion	

Syllabus	
Housekeeping/Admin	

WEEK	TWO	 THE	HISTORY	OF	RELATIONS	BETWEEN	CHINA	AND	
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Monday		
11	September	
	
Questions	to	consider:	
	
How	would	you	periodize	the	
history?	
	
What	are	the	key	facets	of	each	
period?		
	
How	might	these	histories	impact	
contemporary	relations?		
Consider,	in	particular,	political	&	
economic	power,	race,	and	the	
various	actors	
	
	
	
	
	

AFRICA	
	
Required	
Snow,	Philip.	The	Star	Raft:	China's	encounter	with	Africa.	
Ithaca,	N.Y.:	Cornell	University	Press,	1989,	chapter	1,	pp.	
1-36	
	
Jamie	Monson,	“Introduction”,	(Chapter	1),	pp.	1-14	and	
“Conclusion”	(Chapter	7),	pp.	147-156	in	Monson	(2009)	
Africa’s	Freedom	Railway.	How	a	Chinese	Development	
Project	Changed	Lives	and	Livelihoods	in	Tanzania.	
Bloomington,	Indianapolis:	Indiana	University	Press.		
	
Park,	Yoon	Jung	(2016).	“Early	Chinese	migrants	in	Sub-
Saharan	Africa:	contract	laborers	and	traders”	in	
Entrepreneurs	africains	et	chinois,	Karsten	Giese	and	
Laurence	Marfaing	(eds.)	Paris:	Karthala	(published	in	
French)	
	
Recommended/For	Further	Reading	
George	T.	Yu,	“China’s	Failure	in	Africa,”	Asian	Survey,	
v.6,	no.	8	(August	1966),	pp.	461-68	
	
Huynh,	Tu	T.(2008)	“Loathing	and	Love:	Postcard	
Representations	of	Indentured	Chinese	Laborers	in	South	
Africa's	Reconstruction,	1904-10”,	Safundi,	9:4,	395-425	

WEEK	THREE	
Monday	
18	September	
	
In	Class:		
Film:	When	China	Met	Africa	
By	Mark	and	Nick	Francis	
2011	
74	mins.	
	
Questions	to	consider:	
	
Where	are	the	ruptures	and	
continuities	between	the	past	and	
present	in	China-Africa	relations?		
	
How	has	China’s	engagement	with	
Africa	changed	over	the	years?	

WHERE	PAST	MEETS	PRESENT…	OR	NOT?	
	
Required	(Select	any	THREE)	
Victor	Ojakorotu	and	Ayo	Whetho,	Sino-African	
Relations:	The	Cold	War	Years	and	After,	Asia	Journal	of	
Global	Studies,	Vol.	2,	No.	2	(2008),	35-43	
	
Julia	C.	Strauss,	“The	Past	in	the	Present:	Historical	and	
Rhetorical	Lineages	in	China’s	Relations	with	Africa,”	The	
China	Quarterly,	no.	199	(September	2009),	pp.	777-95	
	
Sarah	Raine,	“Contextualising	Today’s	Sino-African	
Relations”	(Chapter	1),	pp.	13-58,	in	Raine	(2009)	China’s	
African	Challenges,	Oxford,	London:	The	International	
Institute	for	Strategic	Studies.		
	
YAN	Hairong	and	Barry	Sautman,	“Chinese	Farms	in	
Zambia:	From	Socialist	to	‘Agro-Imperialist’	
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What	are	the	priorities	today?			
	
RESPONSE	PAPER	#1	DUE	

Engagement?”	African	and	Asian	Studies	9	(2010):	307-
333.	

WEEK	FOUR	
Monday		
25	September	
	
In	Class:	Debate	
	
Film:	Behind	the	Belt	
By	Philip	Man	and	Jidi	Guo	
https://vimeo.com/224831662	
PW:	2017chinamarimba	
28:54min	
	
Questions	to	consider:	
How	has	Africa	changed	(or	not	
changed)	since	independence?	
What	does	Africa	have	to	gain	or	
lose?	
	
What	are	China’s	interests	in	
Africa?		
	
What	is	the	Western	response	to	
China-in-Africa?	Are	the	concerns	
justified?	With	the	current	
administration	in	the	US	and	the	
changes	taking	place	in	Europe,	
how	might	things	change	in	the	
coming	years?	

CHINA,	AFRICA,	AND	THE	WEST:	WHOSE	INTERESTS?	
WHO	BENEFITS?	FRAMES	&	DISCOURSES	
	
Read	at	least	one	selection	from	each	section.	
	
AFRICA	
Vera	Songwe	and	Nelipher	Moyo,	“China-Africa	
Relations:	Defining	New	Terms	of	Engagement”	
Brookings	Institution.	
	
Sanou	Mbaye,	“Matching	China’s	activities	to	Africa’s	
needs”	in	Axel	Harneit-Sievers,	Stephen	Marks	and	
Sanusha	Naidu	(Eds.)	Chinese	and	African	Perspectives	on	
China	in	Africa,	2010:	39-53	
	
Adama	Gaye,	“China	in	Africa:	After	the	Gun	and	the	
Bible:	A	West	African	Perspective”	in	Chris	Alden,	Daniel	
Large,	and	Ricardo	Soares	de	Oliveira	(eds),	China	
Returns	to	Africa,	A	Rising	Power	and	a	Continent	
Embrace,	2008:	129-142	
	
Lucy	Corkin,	“Understanding	Angolan	Agency:	The	
Luanda-Beijing	Face-Off”	in	Aleksandra	W	Gadzala	(ed),	
Africa	and	China.	How	Africans	and	Their	Governments	
are	Shaping	Relations	with	China.	2015:	61-84	
	
Giles	Mohan	and	Marcus	Power,	“New	African	Choices?	
The	Politics	of	Chinese	Engagement,”	Review	of	African	
Political	Economy	(2008)	35:	115,	23-42.	Available	online.	
	
CHINA	
He	Wenping,	“China’s	Perspective	on	Contemporary	
China-Africa	Relations”	(Chapter	7),	pp.	143-166,	in	
Alden	et.al,	China	Returns	to	Africa,	2008:	143-166	
	
Barry	Sautman	and	Yan	Hairong,	“Friends	and	Interests:	
China’s	Distinctive	Links	with	Africa,”	African	Studies	
Review,	Vol.	50,	No.	3	(Dec.,	2007),	pp.	75-114	
	
Zeng	Qiang,	“China’s	strategic	relations	with	Africa”	in	
Axel	Harneit-Sievers,	Sanusha	Naidu,	and	Stephen	Marks	
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(Eds),	Chinese	and	African	Perspectives	on	China	in	
Africa,	2010:	56-69	
	
Forum	on	China-Africa	Cooperation	website,	China’s	
Africa	Policy:	http://www.focac.org/eng/zfgx/dfzc/	(skim	
and	read	several	of	the	entries)	
	
THE	“WEST”	
Anna	Katharina	Stahl,	“Contrasting	Rhetoric	and	
Converging	
Security	Interests	of	the	European	Union	and	China	in	
Africa”,	Journal	of	Current	Chinese	Affairs,	4/2011:	147-
173	
	
Bates	Gill,	J	Stephen	Morrison,	and	Chin-Hao	Huang,	
“China-Africa	Relations:	An	Early,	Uncertain	Debate	in	
the	United	States”	in	Alden,	et	al,	(Eds),	China	Returns	to	
Africa,	2008:	167-180	
	
Horace	Campbell,	“China	in	Africa:	challenging	US	global	
hegemony”	in	Firoze	Manji	and	Stephen	Marks,	(Eds),	
African	perspectives	on	China	in	Africa,	2007:	119-138	
	
Daniel	Bach,	“The	European	Union	and	China	in	Africa”	in	
Kweku	Ampiah	and	Sanusha	Naidu	(eds),	Crouching	
Tiger,	Hidden	Dragon?	2008:	278-293	
	
Adam	Habib,	“Western	Hegemony,	Asian	Ascendancy	
and	the	New	Scramble	for	Africa”	in	Ampiah	and	Naidu	
(eds)	2008:	259-277	
	
Amb.	David	Shinn,	Congressional	testimony/prepared	
comments,	Senate	Committee	on	Foreign	Relations	
Subcommittee	on	African	Affairs,	1	November	2011,	
Washington,	DC	

SECTION	TWO	–	CHINA-AFRICA	ENGAGEMENT	BY	SECTOR	
WEEK	FIVE	
Monday	
2	October	
	
In	Class:		
Country	Presentations	:	
Kwabena	-	Ghana;	Sayako	-	
Nigeria;	Catesby	-	Senegal;	Angela	

CHINESE	TRADE	IN	AFRICA		
	
Required	
Dambisa	Moyo,	Chapter	7	(The	Chinese	Are	Our	Friends)	
pp.	98-113	and	Chapter	8	(Let’s	Trade)	pp.	114-125	in	
Dead	Aid.	Why	Aid	is	Not	Working	and	how	there	is	a	
better	way	forward	for	Africa.	
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–	Sudan	
	
Lecture	&	Discussion	on	aid	&	
trade	issues;	explore	
http://www.sais-cari.org/data-
china-africa-trade	
	
Homework	(after	class,	sometime	
during	the	next	week)	
Spend	20-30	minutes	exploring	
the	SAIS-China	Africa	Research	
Initiative	website,	particularly	
their	data	section.	Look	for	all	
figures	relevant	to	your	selected	
African	country,	starting	with	the	
trade	figures:	http://www.sais-
cari.org/data-china-africa-trade;	
then	move	on	to	aid	and	
investment.	You	might	also	want	
to	check	out	the	AIDdata	site:	
http://aiddata.org/.	
	
Questions	to	consider:		
What	are	African	countries	trading	
with	China?	Why	is	the	trade	
imbalance	problemmatic?	What	
can	be	done	to	address	this?		
	
Why	do	some	Africans	argue	that	
China	is	a	better	partner	than	the	
West?	What	are	the	differences	
between	aid/assistance	vs.	
business	as	the	key	mode	of	
engagement	between	countries?	
	
In	terms	of	trade	in	China-made	
goods,	who	is	importing	these	to	
Africa?	What	are	some	of	the	
arguments	about	Chinese	goods	in	
Africa,	especially	vis-a-vis	
manufacturing?		

Joseph	Onjala,	“Merchandise	Trading	between	Kenya	
and	China:	Implications	for	the	East	African	Community	
(EAC)”	(Chapter	4,	pp	63-85)	in	Seifudein	Adem	(Ed.)	
(2013)	China’s	Diplomacy	in	Eastern	and	Southern	Africa,	
Burlington,	VT:	Ashgate.	
	
Recommended	
Heidi	Østbø	Haugen,	“Chinese	Exports	to	Africa:	
Competition,	Complementarity	and	Cooperation	
between	Micro-Level	Actors,”	Forum	for	Development	
Studies,	v.	38,	no.	2	(June	2011),	pp.	157-76.		Direct	Link:	
www.sv.uio.no/iss/personer/vit/heidiha/Haugen%20201
1%20(Chinese%20exports%20to%20Africa).pdf	

	
MONDAY	9	OCTOBER		-	SCHOOL	HOLIDAY	-	NO	CLASS	
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WEEK	SIX	
Monday	
16	October	
	
In	Class:		
Country	Presentations	

CHINESE	INVESTMENTS	IN	AFRICA	(PART	ONE):		
GENERAL,	MINING,	INFRASTRUCTURE	DEVELOPMENT,	
AND	AGRICULTURE		
(Skim	the	General	piece	and	then	read	ONE	from	each	
section)	
	
GENERAL	
Xiaofang	Shen,	“Private	Chinese	Investment	in	Africa:	
Myths	and	Realities,”	World	Bank	Policy	Research	
Working	Paper	6311	(January	2013).		Direct	Link:		
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handl
e/10986/12174/wps6311.pdf?sequence=1.	
	
MINING	
Hilson	and	Adu-Darko,	"Chinese	participation	in	Ghana's	
informal	gold	mining	economy:	Drivers,	implications	and	
clarifications,"	Journal	of	Rural	Studies,	Volume	34,	April	
2014,	pp.	292–303.	
	
Southern	Africa	Resources	Watch	(2012),	Win-Win	
Partnership?	China,	Southern	Africa,	and	the	Extractive	
Industries,	Introduction	(pp	26-54),	and	Scale	of	Chinese	
Involvement	(pp	55-90).	
	
INFRASTRUCTURE	
Lucy	Corkin,	“China’s	strategic	infrastructural	
investments	in	Africa”	(pp	134-150)	and	"China's	interest	
in	Angola's	construction	and	infrastructure	sectors"	(pp.	
157-190)	in	Grace	Guerrero	and	Firoze	Manji	(Eds)	(2008)	
China’s	New	Role	in	Africa	and	the	South.	A	search	for	a	
new	perspective.	Cape	Town,	Nairobi	and	Oxford:	
Fahamu. 
	
Ana	Cristina	Alves,	“China’s	‘Win-Win’	Cooperation:	
Unpacking	the	Impact	of	Infrastructure-for-Resources	
Deals	in	Africa,”	South	African	Journal	of	International	
Affairs,	v.	20,	no.	2	(2013),	pp.	207-226.	
	
AGRICULTURE	
Deborah	Brautigam,	The	Dragon’s	Gift,	Chapter	9	
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(Exporting	Green	Revolution)	and	Chapter	10	(Foreign	
Farmers)	
	
Helen	Lei	Sun,	“Understanding	China’s	Agricultural	
Investments	in	Africa,”	SAIIA	Occasional	Paper	no.	102	
(November	2011).		Direct	Link:	
www.saiia.org.za/images/stories/pubs/occasional_paper
s_above_100/saia_sop_102_lei_sun_20111129.pdf.			
	
Josh	Maiyo,	"The	Political	Ecology	of	Chinese	Agricultural	
Investment	in	Uganda,"	SAIS	Policy	Brief,	2014.	
https://saiscari.files.wordpress.com/2014/10/maiyo-v-3-
original.pdf	
	
Solange	Chatelard	and	Jessica	Chu,	"Chinese	Agricultural	
Engagements	in	Zambia,"	SAIS	Policy	Brief,	2015	
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5652847de4b033
f56d2bdc29/t/568c474fd8af1097861ed025/1452033871
100/CARI_PolicyBrief_4_Jan2015.pdf	
	
Deborah	A.	Bräutigam	and	Tang	Xiaoyang,	“China’s	
Engagement	in	African	Agriculture:	“Down	to	the	
Countryside”	The	China	Quarterly	(Sep.,	2009)	199,	686-
706.	

WEEK	SEVEN	
Monday		
23	October	
	
In	Class:	
Country	Presentations	
	
Lecture/Discussion	of	Chinese	
investments	in	Africa’s	oil	&	other	
extractive	industries	
	
Questions	to	consider:		
	
Who	are	the	principal	
actors/countries	in	the	African	oil	
sector?	
	
How	does	Chinese	engagement	
differ	from	Western	engagement?	
	

CHINESE	INVESTMENTS	IN	AFRICA	(PART	TWO):	OIL		
(Select	any	THREE	articles/chapters,	including	one	by	
Erica	Downs)	
	
John	Rocha,	“A	new	frontier	in	the	exploitation	of	
Africa’s	natural	resources:	the	emergence	of	China”,	
pp.15-34	in	Firoze	Manji	and	Stephen	Marks	(Eds.)	(2007)	
African	Perspectives	on	China	in	Africa.	Oxford,	Cape	
Town	and	Nairobi:	Fahamu	
	
Ricardo	Soares	de	Oliviera,	“Making	Sense	of	Chinese	Oil	
Investment	in	Africa”	(Chapter	4),	pp.	83-110	in	Alden	
et.al.	
	
Erica	Downs,	“Who’s	Afraid	of	China’s	Oil	Companies?”	
Carlos	Pascual	and	Jonathan	Elkind,	eds.	Energy	Security:	
Economics,	Politics,	Strategy,	and	Implications	(Brookings	
Institution	Press,	2010,	pp.	73-102.		
	
Erica	S.	Downs,	“The	Fact	and	Fiction	of	Sino-African	
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How	has	foreign	consumption	of	
African	oil	impacted	African	
economies?		(resource	curse)	
	
What	happens	to	the	
“infrastructure	for	oil”	when	
prices	drop?		

Energy	Relations,”	in	China	Security	(Summer	2007)	3:	3,	
42-68.	
	
Erica	S.	Downs,	“The	Chinese	Energy	Security	Debate”	
The	China	Quarterly,	2004,	pp.	21-41	
	
Ian	Taylor,	“Oil	Diplomacy”	(Chapter	2),	pp.	37-62	in	
Taylor	
	
Hardus,	S.	"Chinese	National	Oil	Companies	in	Ghana:	
the	Cases	of	CNOOC	and	Sinopec."	Perspectives	on	
Global	Development	and	Technology.	13	(2014):	588-
612.				
	
Rupp,	Stephanie.	"Ghana,	China	and	the	Politics	of	
Energy,"	in	African	Studies	Review,	v56	n1	(2013):	103-
130.	
	

WEEK	EIGHT	
Monday	
30	October	
	
In	Class:	
Guest	lecturer:		
Amb.	David	Shinn	(TBC)	
	
Questions	to	consider:	
What	various	roles	has	China	
played	in	African	conflicts?		
	
How	have	China's	policies	with	
regard	to	African	politics	changed	
over	the	years?		
	
Do	you	think	that	the	scrutiny	of	
China's	engagement	in	these	
matters	is	merited?	What	about	
other	actors	and	their	
contributions	to	Africa's	armed	
conflicts?		
	
How	do	these	issues	dovetail	
with/contribute	to/affect	Africa's	
environmental	concerns?	with	the	

SECURITY	ISSUES,	MILITARY	PRESENCE,	&	
PEACEKEEPING	
	
Required	(Read	THREE	of	the	following):		
David	Shinn,	“Military	and	Security	Ties	and	
Peacekeeping	Missions”	(Chapter	6,	pp	162-193)	in	China	
and	Africa.	A	Century	of	Engagement.	David	H.	Shinn	and	
Joshua	Eisenman,	2012.	
	
Steven	C.Y.	Kuo,	“Beijing’s	Understanding	of	African	
Security:	Context	and	Limitations,”	African	Security,	v.	5,	
issue	1	(2012),	pp.	24-43.			
	
Ian	Taylor,	Chapter	5	(The	Arms	Trade)	in	China’s	New	
Role	in	Africa	by	Ian	Taylor.	Boulder:	Lynne	Rienner,	2009	
	 	
Wu	Zhengyu	and	Ian	Taylor,	“From	Refusal	to	
Engagement:	Chinese	Contributions	to	Peacekeeping	in	
Africa,”	Journal	of	Contemporary	African	Studies,	v.	29,	
no.	2	(April	2011),	pp.	137-54.			
	
Andrew	Hull	and	David	Markov,	“Chinese	Arms	Sales	to	
Africa,”	IDA	Research	Notes	(Summer	2012),	pp.	25-31.		
Direct	Link:	
https://www.ida.org/upload/research%20notes/researc
hnotessummer2012.pdf	
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AU	and	other	African	regional	
cooperation	bodies?	
	

	
David	Shinn,	“China	and	the	Conflict	in	Darfur,”	The	
Brown	Journal	of	World	Affairs,	v.	16,	issue	1	(Fall/Winter	
2009),	pp.	85-100.		Available	online.	
	 	
Jonathan	Holslag,	“China	and	the	Coups:	Coping	with	
Political	Instability	in	Africa,”	African	Affairs,	v.	110,	no.	
440	(July	2011),	pp.	367-86.		Available	online.	
	 	
For	Further	Reading/Recommended:	
SaferWorld,	“China’s	growing	role	in	African	peace	and	
security”	January	2011	
	
Chin-Hao	Huang,	“From	Strategic	Adjustment	to	
Normative	Learning?	Understanding	China’s	
Peacekeeping	Efforts	in	Africa,”	Journal	of	International	
Peacekeeping,	v.	17	(2013),	pp.	248-271.		Direct	Link:	
http://dornsife.usc.edu/assets/sites/451/docs/JOUP_017
_03-04_Huang.pdf	

SECTION	THREE	-	CONCERNS	
WEEK	NINE	
Monday		
6	November	
	
SECTOR	PAPER	DUE	TODAY	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

GOVERNANCE	&	HUMAN	RIGHTS	
Barry	Sautman	&	Yan	Hairong,	Debate:	The	wrong	
answers	to	the	wrong	question.	A	response	to	HRW.	
Pambazuka	News	2012-02-02,	Issue	568 
http://www.pambazuka.org/governance/debate-wrong-
answers-wrong-question	
	
Christopher	Walker	and	Sarah	Cook,	“The	Dark	Side	of	
China	Aid,”	International	Herald	Tribune	op-ed,	March	
25,	2010	
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/03/25/opinion/25iht-
edwalker.html	
	
“Don't	Worry	About	Killing	People:	By	Coddling	Guinea’s	
Dictator,	China	Again	Mocks	Human	Rights	in	Africa,”	
October	15,	2009.	The	Economist,		
http://www.economist.com/world/middleeastafrica/dis
playstory.cfm?story_id=14664647	
	
Ian	Taylor,	“The	Issue	of	Human	Rights”	(Chapter	4),	pp.	
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89-112	in	Taylor	
	
Paul	Midford	and	Indra	de	Sousa,	“Enter	the	Dragon!	An	
Empirical	Analysis	of	Chinese	versus	US	Arms	Transfers	
to	Autocrats	and	Violators	of	Human	Rights,	1989–2006		
	
Shaun	Breslin	and	Ian	Taylor,	“Explaining	the	Rise	of	
‘Human	Rights’	in	Analyses	of	Sino-African	Relations,”	
Review	of	African	Political	Economy,	v.	35,	no.	115	
(March	2008),	pp.	59-71.	
	
Stephen	Brown	&	Chandra	Lekha	Sriram,	“China’s	Role	in	
Human	Rights	Abuses	in	Africa:	Clarifying	Issues	of	
Culpability”	(Chapter	12),	pp.	250-271	in	Rotberg.	
		
Daniel	Large,	2008,	“China	&	the	Contradictions	of	‘Non-
interference’	in	Sudan”	in	Review	of	African	Political	
Economy	No.	115:93-106	

WEEK	TEN	
Monday	
13	November	
	

CHINESE	LABOR	&	LABOR	ISSUES	
Ching	Kwan	Lee	(2009).	Raw	Encounters:	Chinese	
Managers,	African	Workers	and	the	Politics	of	
Casualization	in	Africa's	Chinese	Enclaves,”	China	
Quarterly,	199,	pp.	647-666.	
	
Tang	Xiaoyang,	"Bulldozer	or	Locomotive?		The	Impact	of	
Chinese	Enterprises	on	Local	Employment	in	Angola	and	
the	DRC,"	Journal	of	Asian	and	African	Studies,	45,	3,	
2010.	
	
Karsten	Giese	and	Alena	Thiel,	"The	Vulnerable	Other:	
Distorted	Equity	in	Chinese-Ghanaian	Employment	
Relations,"	Ethnic	and	Racial	Studies,	37:	6	(2012):	1101-
1120.	
	
Barry	Bearak,	“Zambia	Uneasily	Balances	Chinese	
Investment	and	Workers’	Resentment,”	New	York	Times,	
November	20,	2010.	
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/11/21/world/africa/21za
mbia.html?pagewanted=all	
	
Anthony	Yaw	Baah	and	Herbert	Jauch	(Eds.)	“Chinese	



 15 

Investments	in	Africa:	A	Labour	Perspective”	May	2009,	
African	Labor	Research	Network. http://sask-fi-
bin.directo.fi/@Bin/f43cda8096f54fa02cd8a07056a1f99
8/1294696849/application/pdf/298928/China-
Africa%20Report%202009-final.pdf	(skim)	
	
Human	Rights	Watch.	2011.	“You’ll	Be	Fired	if	You	
Refuse”	Labor	Abuses	in	Zambia’s	Chinese	State-owned	
Copper	Mines.	Human	Rights	Watch	(skim)	

WEEK	ELEVEN	
Monday		
20	November	
	
Film:	
The	Ivory	Game	
by	Kief	Davidson,	Richard	Ladkani,	
2016,	1h52mins.	

WILDLIFE	&	THE	ENVIRONMENT	
World	Wildlife	Fund,	“Africa	and	China:	Cooperation	for	
Sustainability,”	(9	March	2012).		Direct	Link:			
http://awsassets.panda.org/downloads/wwf_briefing_n
ote_africa_china_cooperation_for_sustainability_en_1.p
df.			
	
Peter	Bosshard,	“China’s	Environmental	Footprint	in	
Africa,”	Policy	Brief	from	South	Africa	Institute	for	
International	Affairs,	April	2008.		
https://www.internationalrivers.org/sites/default/files/a
ttached-files/saiia_policy_briefing_508.pdf	
	
Catherine	Mackenzie,	“Forestry	Governance	in	Zambezia,	
Mozambique:	Chinese	Takeaway,”	pp.	vi-ix.	
http://www.illegal-
logging.info/uploads/Mozambique_China.pdf		
	
Daniel	Compagnon	and	Audrey	Alejandro,	“China’s	
External	Environmental	
Policy:	Understanding	China’s	Environmental	Impact	in	
Africa	and	How	It	Is	Addressed”,	Environmental	Practice	
15	(3)	September	2013,	pp.	220-227	
	
Sven	Grimm	and	Meryl	Burgess,	“Greening	Chinese-
African	Relations?”	pp71-85,	Li	Xing	and	Abdulkadir	
Osmam	Farah	(eds)	(2013),	China-Africa	Relations	in	an	
Era	of	Great	Transformations,	Burlington,	VT:	Ashgate	
	
Conservation	International,	“Do	Chinese	Extraction	
(Mining,	Oil	&	Gas)	Activities	Overlap	with	Areas	of	
Conservation	Value?”		
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Yu	Xiaogang	and	Ding	Pin,	“The	Equator	Principles	and	
the	environmental	responsibilities	of	the	financial	
industry	in	China”	in	Dorothy	Grace-Guerrero	and	Firoze	
Manji,	China’s	New	Role	in	Africa	and	the	South,	2008:	
37-66	

	 SECTION	FOUR	–	PEOPLE	ON	THE	MOVE	
WEEK	TWELVE	
Monday		
27	November	
	
RESPONSE	PAPER	#2	DUE	TODAY	
	
In	Class:	
	

CHINESE	MIGRATION	TO	AFRICA		
Tu	T.	Huynh,	Yoon	Jung	Park,	and	Anna	Ying	Chen,	“Faces	
of	China:	New	Chinese	Migrants	in	South	Africa,	1980s	to	
Present,”	African	and	Asian	Studies	(2010)	9,	286-306.	
	
Yoon	Jung	Park.	January	2009.	“Chinese	Migration	in	
Africa”	Occasional	Paper	No.	24,	China	in	Africa	
Programme,	South	African	Institute	for	International	
Affairs.	Johannesburg:	SAIIA	(17	pp)	
http://www.saiia.org.za	
	
Romain	Dittgen,	“From	Isolation	to	Integration?	A	Study	
of	Chinese	Retailers	in	Dakar,”	South	Africa	Institute	of	
International	Affairs,	March	2010.	
http://www.saiia.org.za/images/stories/pubs/occasional
_papers/saia_sop_57_dittgen_20100326.pdf	
	
Françoise	Bourdarias,	“Chinese	Migrants	and	Society	in	
Mali:	Local	Constructions	of	Globalization,”	African	&	
Asian	Studies	(2010)	9:	3,	269-285.	
	
Gregor	Dobler,	“Chinese	Shops	and	the	Formation	of	a	
Chinese	Expatriate	Community	in	Namibia,”	The	China	
Quarterly	(Sep.,	2009)	199,	707-727.	
	

WEEK	THIRTEEN	
Monday	
4	December	
	
Documentary	films:	
Guangzhou	Dream	Factory	
By	Christiane	Badgley	and	Erica	
Marcus,		
https://georgetownu.kanopystrea
ming.com/video/guangzhou-
dream-factory	
1.05	mins.	

AFRICANS	IN	CHINA	
Historical	–	REQUIRED	READ	
Michael	J.	Sullivan,	“The	1988-89	Nanjing	Anti-African	
Protests:	Racial	Nationalism	or	National	Racism?”	in	The	
China	Quarterly,	No.	138.	(Jun.,	1994),	pp.	438-457.	
	
General-	REQUIRED	READ	
Zhigang	Li,	Laurence	J.	C.	Ma,	and	Desheng	Xue,	“An	
African	Enclave	in	China:	The	Making	of	a	New	
Transnational	Urban	Space”	in	Eurasian	Geography	and	
Economics,	2009,	50,	No.	6,	pp.	699–719.	
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China	Remix	
by	Dorian	Carli-Jones	and	Melissa	
Lefkowitz,	2015	
https://vimeo.com/122390150	
29	mins.	
(pw:	africansinchina)	
	
In	Class:	(last	½	hour)	
Reflections	&	Course	evaluations	
	

Topical	–	SELECT	ONE	or	TWO		
Castillo,	Roberto	(2015),	Landscapes	of	Aspiration	in	
Guangzhou’s	African	Music	Scene:	Beyond	the	Trading	
Narrative,	Journal	of	Current	Chinese	Affairs	,	44,	4,	83–
115.		
	
Heidi	Haugen,	“African	Pentecostal	migrants	in	China:	
Marginalization	and	alternative	geographies	of	a	mission	
theology,”		in	African	Studies	Review,	v56	(n1)	(April	
2013):	81(22)	
	
Heidi	Østbø	Haugen.	2012.	“Nigerians	in	China:	A	second	
state	of	immobility”	in	International	Migration,	IOM.	
	
Mathews,	Gordon	(2015),	African	Logistics	Agents	and	
Middlemen	as	Cultural	Brokers	in	Guangzhou,	Journal	of	
Current	Chinese	Affairs,	44,	4,	117–144.	
	
T.	Tu	Huynh	(2016)	A	‘Wild	West’	of	trade?	African	
women	and	men	and	the	gendering	of	globalisation	from	
below	in	Guangzhou,	Identities,	23:5,	501-518	

	
FINAL	ASSIGNMENT	–	Curated	Reading	List	and	Guide	–	DUE	by	FRIDAY	8	DECEMBER	

	
	
	


