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Ethiopia-China Curated Reading List

The following reading list is a compilation of forty-three scholarly sources of information on
Ethiopia-China relations. The journal articles and books are organized thematically, and
sources are ordered alphabetically within each section.

The first section lists readings that provide an Overview of Ethiopia-China Relations. The
sources assist readers in breaking down claims that Ethiopia is the “China of Africa” by
outlining historical and political similarities between the two countries while highlighting key
differences. Ethiopia is characterized as a Sino-optimist nation, with a government that seeks
to learn from and cooperate with China to achieve Ethiopia’s goal of eradicating poverty
through building an economy with modern, productive agricultural and industrial sectors.
Several readings put the Ethiopia-China relationship into perspective by comparing it with
Ethiopia’s relations with India, the EU, the United States and other countries.

The second section, Trade & Special Economic Relations, features works that focus
specifically on critical analysis of Ethiopia’s trade relationship with China and the Special
Economic Zones in Addis Ababa and Dukem. Ethiopia’s trade deficit with China is discussed
in the context of how imports of inexpensive Chinese products are impacting the Ethiopian
market. Scholars probe how Boli Lemi Industrial Zone and the Eastern Industrial Zone
measure up to Ethiopia’s ambitions for structural transformation and long-term development.
A separate section, Foreign Direct Investments in Ethiopia, lists readings by scholars who
examine the parallel steady increases in Chinese foreign direct investment into Ethiopia and
growth of Ethiopian GDP.

The fourth section aggregates literature investigating China’s role in Infrastructure
Development & Technology Transfer in Ethiopia. Specific attention to Chinese-backed
hydropower (dam) and wind power projects, industrial park and transportation infrastructure
construction and an assortment of specific site case studies, demonstrates the mixed results of
short-term and long-term Chinese affiliated projects in Ethiopia. Scholars deliberate the
extent to which training and technology are being transferred from Chinese partners working
in Ethiopia to locally employed Ethiopians.

The final section, Labor and Migration, identifies readings about labor conditions in
Ethiopia and dynamics between and experiences of Ethiopian and Chinese workers.
Empirical and ethnographic research reveals a myriad of motivations that bring Chinese
migrants to Ethiopia. Ethiopia’s manufacturing sector employment evolution is explored in
relation to the expanding presence of Chinese and Western firms in Ethiopia.

The Additional Resources section provides links to websites created and monitored by the
Ethiopian and Chinese governments. These sites exemplify the positive light in which the
Ethiopia-China partnership is presented and Ethiopia’s manufacture-centric ambitions.

While this reading list presents a substantive starting point to learn more about
Ethiopia-China relations, particular attention should be paid to publication dates. In April



2018, Dr. Abiy Ahmed took office as Ethiopia’s Prime Minister. In a short period of time he
has implemented progressive political and social reforms that are already impacting
Ethiopia’s engagement with China and the world. Given the recency of these changes there is
little to no scholarship discussing the Ethiopian government under Dr. Abiy and what his
reforms and priorities mean for Ethiopia-China relations.
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Global South 2.1 (2015): 1–17.
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Foreign Direct Investment in Ethiopia
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Direct Investment: The Case of Ethiopia.” China Economic Review 33 (2015): 35–49.
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(2014): 11–19.
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1541.
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Labor and Migration
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Additional Resources

Ethiopian News Agency website: https://www.ena.et/en/

Ethiopian Investment Commission website: http://www.investethiopia.gov.et/

Embassy of China in Ethiopia website: http://et.china-embassy.org/eng/

Embassy of Ethiopia in China website: http://www.ethiopiaemb.org.cn/
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